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PATH TO PUBLISHING

Bill Kilpack reflects on his literary journey

by Maria Comp ("23)

ill Kilpack ("3, MPC 95) has
been writing his entire lifie. He
earned his first writing credit
ait age nine after a teacher
submitted his poem to a contest, resulting
in a first-place prize and being published
in the local newspaper. Three years
later, he wrate his first novel under the
direction of another teacher who saw his
promise; and, by 15, he was hired to write
far a sports publication. Mearly three
decades and two Westminster degrees
later, Bill ks stll writing—a lot,
“Ican't not write,” Bill says, noting
that he's been this way sinoe elementary
school. Pre-computer era, he had a binder
Full of lined paper to write in whenever
an iden came to him, “I write every day,
without fail®
Although he had a bot of writing
experience before college, Bill eredits his
professors at Westminster for helping
him improve to the paint of making
a professional career aut of it. He hos
crossid over many genres as o freelancer
from technical writing and journalism
to self-publishing three fantasy novels
and a sci-fi novella—all while teaching
communrcation st Salt Lake
Community College,
As an undergraduate, he double-

18 | Westminster Reviewe

majored in communication and
philasaphy, nlong with completing the
Honors program, Bill was a student on the
committes that belped create the Master
of Professional Communication (MPC)
program, which he waald later participate
in—garning an MPC. He recalls taking
many gradusate classes with Faculty
Emerita Helen Hodgson, the creator of
the MPC program, “She really pushed
me b learn more about writi T toials
themselves, such s high-level editing™ he
says. *1 can still hear her voice in my head:
“These are the tools of 2 writer. Why in the
world wouldn't you want to learn how to
use them ™

After vears of working in the
professional sphere, Bill has more recently
found the time 1o fecus on writing
and publishing his books. He says the
EHBPimt[ﬂ-ﬂ for ki novels: came from a
rtn:urring dream he used to have He alsg
draws on history to create a rich story
about the main character—the Guardian
of Maarithk—trying to protect a newhborn
crown prince. “1 love mythoelogy, and the
Mew Blood Sngn is based largely in Celtic
culture” he SAYE,

Bill st owt to write a trilogy, but it
quickly became more he has written
ight bosoks in the series and an ndditional
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award-winning novella Bill self-publishes
his books under the name WD, Kilpack
[10. “Self-publishing democratizes
publishing to an amazing degree” he says,
Despite the many advantages of
seli-publishing, there are some caveats,
“You want it to look like its traditionally
published,” Bill says, explaining that
editing vour own work iz the most difficult
part of the self-publishing process. He
also nbes how valuable feedback can be,
especially when it is honest—something
that he learned during his undergrad years
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at Westminster through Faculty Emeritus
Fred Fago.
“Fogo helped me raise my level of

writing through weekly critiques, which
coubd be brutal ” Bill says, But it ultimately
allowed him to write well enough to
publish. “Westminster really opened my
mind o g0 many different things” he
says, “There wasn't a professer who was
not interested in helping me laarn all
that I could”

Visit kilpack.net to learn more about
Bills work.
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